Rubric for a 3-paragraph or full essay



	Content and
Organization
	Exemplary 4 (A/B)
	Proficient 3 (B/C)
	Needs Improvement 2 (D)
	Unsatisfactory 1 (F)


	Thesis Statement found in the last sentence of the first paragraph
Body Sentences/

Development of Idea

Conclusion
	Clearly restates the questions or issue in own words. 
Specific, relevant, and accurate historical examples/information used in each of the body sentences to develop the topic.  Unique sentences.
Conclusion is strong and pertinent.  Transition sentences used effectively.
	Restates the question or issue.  Main idea is identifiable.
Examples/info in each of the body sentences generally develop the topic.  Most of the evidence is specific, relevant, and accurate.
Conclusion is clear and linked to the evidence.  Transition sentences attempted.
	Refers to the question or issue, but not clearly. Main idea is difficult to identify
Examples/info in the body sentences vaguely contribute to developing the topic. Some of the evidence is irrelevant, inaccurate, or not specific.
Conclusion is minimal or not related to the evidence.
	Does not restate the question or issue. Lacks a focus; no main idea.
Little or no development of the topic. Lacks specific and appropriate examples/info. Does not show basic understanding of historical information.
Lacks a conclusion.

	Mechanics
	Grammatically and structurally sound sentences. 
	Few punctuation errors.  No spelling nor capitalization errors.  
	More than a few errors.
	Multiple errors.

	Style
	Variety in sentence structure. Rich, varied, and appropriately used vocabulary.  Unique wording. 
	Attempts at sentence variety and rich vocabulary.  Little evidence of original document wording.
	Repetitive sentence structure and vocabulary.  Weak language usage.
	Poor language usage.  Original document words/phrases used.









